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The Bombay cat is an elegant and captivating breed, renowned for its sleek, panther-like
looks and affectionate personality. With a glossy black coat and mesmerizing golden eyes,
this breed stands out in both beauty and temperament. Let’s dive deeper into what makes
the Bombay cat so unique:

Origin
The Bombay cat originated in the United States during the 1950s, thanks to breeder Nikki
Horner.  Horner aimed to create a breed with the grace and striking looks of  a black
panther. By crossing Burmese cats with American Shorthairs, she achieved the Bombay’s
iconic black coat and captivating appearance. The breed gained official recognition by The
International Cat Association (TICA) in 1976 and by the Cat Fanciers’ Association (CFA) in
1981.

Appearance
The Bombay is a medium-sized cat with a compact, muscular build. Its sleek, glossy black
coat is short and dense, often reflecting light to produce a satin-like sheen. This solid black
color, free from rust or other shades, is a defining feature.

Size: Bombays are medium in size but have a solid, muscular physique.
Coat:  Known for its  smooth, satin finish,  the coat is  uniformly black and reflects light
beautifully.
Head: The Bombay has a rounded head, with a short, blunt nose and strong chin, exuding a
balanced look.
Eyes: Large, expressive eyes in shades of gold or copper add to their allure.
Ears and Tail: Medium-sized ears, rounded at the tips, sit wide apart. Their tail is medium-
length, tapered, and well-furred.
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Temperament
Bombays are friendly, social, and highly people-oriented. They enjoy being actively involved
in family activities and love to spend time with their human companions.

Personality: This breed is affectionate, outgoing, and thrives on interaction. Bombays are
great family pets, known for their loving and playful nature.
Activity Level: Moderately active, Bombays enjoy interactive play and mental stimulation.
They are curious, intelligent, and frequently explore their surroundings.
Social Behavior: Bombays typically get along well with children, other cats, and even dogs.
They adapt easily to family life and often form strong bonds with their owners.

Care
The Bombay cat’s grooming and health care needs are relatively low, making it an easy-to-
maintain breed.

Grooming: The Bombay’s short coat requires minimal grooming. Occasional brushing helps
maintain its gloss and remove loose hairs. The breed is low-shedding compared to others,
adding to its appeal.
Health: Bombays are generally healthy with no major breed-specific issues. A balanced diet,
regular veterinary check-ups, and routine care keep them in optimal health.

Popularity
Bombay cats are popular due to their unique appearance and affectionate nature. Their
sleek black coats and golden eyes make them stand out, and their friendly, people-oriented
personalities  make them favorites  among cat  enthusiasts.  The Bombay’s  low grooming
needs and sociable demeanor appeal to a variety of households, solidifying its status as a
beloved companion.
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In summary, the Bombay cat combines elegance, ease of care, and a loving disposition. Its
adaptable, friendly nature makes it a cherished addition to any family. For those looking for
a sleek, affectionate feline companion, the Bombay is an excellent choice.
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