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A Regal Breed with a Luxurious Coat

The British Longhair cat captivates with its opulent, dense coat and calm temperament.
Related to the British Shorthair, this breed has a striking appearance and a gentle
demeanor that make it a favorite among cat enthusiasts. Here’s a comprehensive look at the

British Longhair cat.

The British Longhair emerged as a variation of the British Shorthair, developed through
selective breeding to enhance coat length. Its lineage traces back to the British Shorthair,
but with a focus on creating a plush, long coat. Breeders worked throughout the 20th

century to bring out this longhaired version, and it achieved formal recognition in many cat

registries in the late 20th and early 21st centuries.

Appearance

 Size: British Longhairs are medium to large, with a robust, muscular build that mirrors the
British Shorthair’s strength.

» Coat: The coat is dense, long, and plush, with a soft, silky feel that stands away from the
body. This gives the breed its distinct, full look. The coat comes in various colors and
patterns, including solid, tabby, and bicolor. Regular grooming is essential to keep it free
from matting and tangles.

» Head: The breed has a round head, broad face, and prominent cheeks. A strong chin and
gentle expression add to its regal look. Large, round eyes come in shades of copper, gold, or
green, depending on the coat color.

» Ears: Medium-sized ears, rounded at the tips, are set wide apart on the head.

 Tail: The tail is long, bushy, and well furred, complementing the overall elegance of the
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breed.

Temperament

» Personality: British Longhairs are calm, affectionate, and known for their “easygoing”
nature. While they enjoy being around people, they aren’t overly demanding, making them a
peaceful companion.

 Activity Level: Moderately active, British Longhairs enjoy playtime and interactive toys.
They are intelligent and curious but also content to relax and lounge around the home.

» Social Behavior: This breed generally gets along well with children, other cats, and dogs.
Their friendly, adaptable temperament makes them suited for a variety of household

environments.

Care

e Grooming: The British Longhair’s long coat requires more grooming than the British
Shorthair’s. Regular brushing is essential to prevent matting and manage shedding.
Brushing once a week keeps the coat healthy and tangle-free.

e Health: Generally, a healthy breed, British Longhairs can still be prone to some health
issues. Regular veterinary visits, a balanced diet, and routine care are crucial for their well-

Popularity

British Longhairs have gained popularity for their refined appearance and gentle nature.
Their luxurious coat and easygoing personality make them a favorite among cat lovers who

appreciate a beautiful, low-maintenance companion.

The British Longhair is an ideal choice for those who desire a striking, long-haired cat with

a calm and affectionate nature. Its charming coat and relaxed temperament make it a
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delightful addition to any household.

References

. Cat Fanciers’ Association (CFA) - They provide breed standards and descriptions for many
cat breeds, including British Longhairs, and often offer historical insights on breed origins.

. The International Cat Association (TICA) - TICA publishes breed details, health information,
and breed standards, which are especially helpful for understanding care needs and
personality traits.

. Books on Cat Breeds - Books like The Encyclopedia of the Cat by Dr. Bruce Fogle and The
Cat Encyclopedia by DK Publishing are excellent for in-depth breed histories, appearances,
and care specifics.

. Veterinary Sources - Websites like PetMD and VCA Animal Hospitals often have articles on
common health issues for specific breeds, as well as general care tips for cat owners.

. Breed-Specific Websites - Websites dedicated to the British Longhair, such as breed clubs

or associations, can provide unique insights directly from breeders and enthusiasts.
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