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Cats  in  Religion:
Sacred  Felines
Throughout Time
Cats have always been important in many religions and spiritual beliefs around the world.
They were seen as sacred in ancient Egypt, where Bast was a cat goddess. In Hinduism and
Buddhism, cats symbolize grace, independence, and spirituality. This article looks at how
cats have been seen as sacred in different cultures and religions.

Key Takeaways
Cats have been revered as sacred animals in various religions and cultures throughout
history.
Ancient Egyptian cat goddess Bast and the lioness deity Sekhmet were highly venerated
feline deities.
Cats  hold  significant  symbolic  meaning  in  Hinduism  and  Buddhism,  representing
characteristics such as grace, independence, and spirituality.
The Prophet Muhammad’s beloved cat, Muezza, is a celebrated figure in Islamic tradition.
Cats  have  been  associated  with  the  Virgin  Mary  and  other  Christian  iconography,
symbolizing themes of protection and divine grace.
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Exploring the Ancient Feline
Deities
In ancient Egyptian mythology, cats were seen as sacred. They were linked to various
deities. Two key figures were Bast and Sekhmet, each representing different sides of the
cat’s divine nature.

Bast: The Egyptian Cat Goddess
Bast was a beloved goddess, seen as a protector of homes and a patron of fertility. She was
also a guardian of women and children. Often depicted as a woman with a cat’s head or as a
cat herself, Bast was known for her kindness and care.

Sekhmet: The Lioness Deity of War
Sekhmet, on the other hand, was a fierce goddess. She was a lioness of war, feared for her
power to bring disease and destruction. Yet, she was also seen as a healer and protector.
Sekhmet was linked to the sun, showing her role in both destruction and renewal.

“Cats were highly revered in ancient Egypt, with the Egyptian cat goddess
Bast and the lioness deity of war Sekhmet among the most prominent
feline figures in the Egyptian pantheon.”

The reverence for cats in ancient Egypt shows their deep spiritual and cultural importance.
They were closely tied to powerful deities like Bast and Sekhmet.
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Cats  in  Hinduism  and
Buddhism
Cats are not just pets; they hold a special place in Hindu and Buddhist beliefs. Cats in
Hinduism are linked to the goddess Shashthi, who protects children. They are also seen as
the vahana of deities Shani and Veerabhadra, making them sacred cats.

In cats in Buddhism, they symbolize spiritual freedom and grace. Their elegance reminds us
of the need for mindfulness and enlightenment.

“The cat is the perfect personification of a monk: he walks alone, he acts
independently, and for him the world is a huge messkit to be ordered as he
sees fit.” – Fernand Mery

The feline symbolism in Hinduism and Buddhism shows how much these religions value
cats. From Shashthi’s protection to Buddhist teachings, cats inspire and captivate believers.

The Sacred Cats of Islam
In Islam, cats are highly respected. They are seen as clean, pious, and blessed by God.
Muezza, the Prophet Muhammad’s cat, is especially revered.
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Muezza: The Prophet’s Beloved Feline
The Prophet Muhammad loved his cat, Muezza, very much. One famous story tells of the
Prophet preparing to pray. He saw Muezza sleeping on his robe sleeve.

Instead of waking Muezza, the Prophet cut off the sleeve. This act showed great kindness
and respect for cats in Islam. Many Muslims believe cats are pure and favored by God.
Muezza is seen as a symbol of this.

“The Prophet Muhammad once cut off the sleeve of his robe rather than
disturb Muezza, who was sleeping on it.”

Cats are not just special in Islam because of Muezza. They are welcomed in mosques and
homes. They are believed to bring luck and prosperity.

The sacred cats of Islam are a big part of the faith’s culture. They inspire art, literature,
and a deep respect for these beloved animals.

Feline  Symbolism  in
Christianity
Cats have a special place in Christian tradition, though not as central as in other faiths.
They symbolize both good and bad traits. In art, cats show vigilance and protection, but also
lust and deceit.

Cats are also tied to the Virgin Mary. Their care for young mirrors the Virgin’s love for
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Jesus. This connection is seen in many religious artworks.

Cats and the Virgin Mary
The bond between cats in Christianity and the Virgin Mary is ancient. Cats are seen as
guardians, reflecting the Virgin’s love and care. This is because of their protective and
devoted nature.

“Cats are the guardians of the Virgin Mary, for they are gentle, pure, and
immaculate, just as she is.”

This feline symbolism  appears in many religious artworks. Cats are often shown at the
Virgin’s feet. They symbolize her nurturing and maternal qualities.
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Cats have been associated with both positive and negative symbolic meanings in Christian
tradition.
The feline’s maternal instincts and protective nature have been linked to the Virgin Mary’s
nurturing role.
This symbolic connection can be found in various works of religious art throughout history.

Cats  in  Religion:  Sacred
Felines Throughout Time
Cats have been revered in many religions and spiritual traditions. They are seen as symbols
of  protection,  fertility,  independence,  and  spiritual  navigation.  This  has  made  them
fascinating to humans for centuries.

The interest in cats in religion shows how deeply connected they are to humans and the
divine. From the ancient Egyptian cat goddess Bast to the sacred felines of Hinduism and
Islam, cats hold a special place in many beliefs.

“Cats were considered sacred animals, with the ability to bridge the gap
between the physical and spiritual worlds.”

In ancient cultures, like Egypt, cats were seen as sacred. They were believed to connect
humans to the divine. Their independence and mystery have made them sacred cats in many
religions.

Cats as protectors and guardians in various belief systems
The symbolic significance of feline fertility and regeneration
The association of cats with the ability to navigate the spiritual realm
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The enduring legacy of cats in religion and their impact on human spirituality
The spiritual significance of cats still inspires and captivates us today. It reminds us of the
strong bond between cats and humans in our search for divine connection.

Celtic and Norse Mythology’s
Feline Figures
Cats have been highly valued in Celtic and Norse mythologies. They played key roles in
ancient European folklore.

The Cait Sidhe: Fairy Cats of Scottish
Lore
In Celtic lore, the Cait Sidhe were large, black cats with a white spot on their chest. They
were believed to guide souls to the afterlife.  Legends say they could also change into
humans, making them even more mysterious.

The Cait Sidhe were seen as omens of death or bad luck. Seeing them was thought to mean
someone was about to die. This made them both feared and respected by the people.

But cats weren’t just linked to the Cait Sidhe. They were also connected to the goddess
Brigid. She was often shown with a cat, showing her power and connection to nature.

Cats in Norse Mythology
In Norse mythology, cats were also seen as spiritually important. The goddess Freyja was
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often shown riding a chariot pulled by fairy cats. These cats helped her move between the
worlds of the living and the dead.

The love for cats in Celtic and Norse mythologies shows how much people have always been
fascinated by them. Their presence in these old stories shows our deep connection to nature
and the spiritual world.

Japanese  Maneki-Neko:  The
Beckoning Cat
The Japanese Maneki-Neko, or “beckoning cat,” is a beloved symbol in cultural symbolism.
These figurines are found in businesses and homes, believed to bring luck and prosperity.
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They are a key part of Japanese culture.

The Maneki-Neko is shown with one paw raised, inviting good fortune and keeping evil
away. This image is deeply rooted in Japanese culture, showing the country’s rich history
and traditions.

The Maneki-Neko’s story begins in the 17th century. Legends say a stray cat saved a feudal
lord from lightning. This heroism inspired the Maneki-Neko, symbolizing good luck and
protection.

Today, you can find Maneki-Neko in many sizes and colors. Each color represents a different
kind of luck, like wealth or health. These cats are a fun part of Japanese culture.

“The Maneki-Neko is not just a symbol of good fortune, but a testament to
the deep reverence that the Japanese have for cats in their culture.”

The Maneki-Neko’s fame goes beyond Japan, becoming a global icon of cat in Japanese
culture. It’s seen in businesses, homes, and as collectibles. The Maneki-Neko reminds us of
the lasting impact of feline symbolism in culture and religion.

Feline  Iconography  in
Religious Art
Cats have held a special place in religious art for centuries. In Renaissance and Medieval
art, they symbolized both good and bad traits. They were seen as vigilant, sensual, and
sometimes deceitful.  Cats were also shown with figures like the Virgin Mary  to carry
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certain meanings.

The presence of cats in religious art shows their deep cultural and spiritual importance.
They were often seen guarding sacred places or entwined with Christian symbols. This
highlights the complex bond between humans and cats across different beliefs.

Cats in Renaissance and Medieval art are both playful and devout. They remind us of the
lasting impact of cats in religious art. These images help us understand the role of cats in
faith and spirituality.

FAQ
What  is  the  significance  of  cats  in
ancient Egyptian religion?
In  ancient  Egypt,  cats  were  highly  respected.  They  were  linked  to  many  gods  and
goddesses. Bast, the cat goddess, was a key figure. She was seen as a protector, a symbol of
fertility, and a guardian of the home.

Another  important  cat  deity  was  Sekhmet.  She was  a  lioness  goddess  of  war.  People
believed she could bring both harm and healing.

How are cats represented in Hinduism
and Buddhism?
Cats hold a special place in Hindu and Buddhist traditions. In Hinduism, they are linked to
Shashthi, a goddess who protects children. Cats are also seen as the vehicles of gods Shani
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and Veerabhadra.

In Buddhism, cats symbolize independence, grace, and spiritual navigation.

What  is  the  significance  of  cats  in
Islamic tradition?
In Islam, cats are seen as clean and pious animals. Muezza, a cat loved by the Prophet
Muhammad, is famous. The story goes that Muhammad didn’t wake Muezza, cutting his
sleeve instead.

How are cats represented in Christian
symbolism?
Cats have a mixed role in Christian tradition. They can symbolize both good and bad traits.
In some art, they represent vigilance and protection. Yet, they can also stand for lust and
deceit.

Interestingly,  cats  are  also  linked  to  the  Virgin  Mary.  Their  maternal  instincts  and
protection of young mirror the Virgin’s role.

What  are  the  Cait  Sidhe  and  their
significance in Celtic  mythology?
In Celtic mythology, the Cait Sidhe are large, black cats with a white chest spot. They are
believed to guide souls to the afterlife.
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What is the significance of the Maneki-
Neko, or “beckoning cat,” in Japanese
culture?
The Maneki-Neko, or “beckoning cat,” is a well-known symbol in Japanese culture. These
figurines are believed to attract good luck and prosperity. They are often seen with one paw
raised, inviting fortune and warding off evil.

How have  cats  been  represented  in
religious art  throughout history?
Cats have been depicted in religious art for centuries. In Renaissance and Medieval art, they
symbolized both good and bad traits. They were also shown with religious figures, like the
Virgin Mary, to convey deeper meanings.

The presence of cats in religious art shows their deep cultural and spiritual significance.
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